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Quick Reference Guide

The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order groups land
and buildings into different categories according to how they are
used. In many cases, changes of use within the same use class
do not require planning permission.

However, planning permission may still be required where:

) Development involves operational works or physical
alterations:

) Permitted development rights have been removed by an
Article 4 Direction;

) Conditions attached to a planning permission restrict changes
of use;

> The property is a listed building; or

) Other planning restrictions apply

This guide provides a summary of the main use classes in

England and should not be relied upon as a substitute for
professional planning advice.

g-s.co.uk
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PERMITTED CHANGE /
RESTRICTIONS

USE CLASS USE DESCRIPTION

Class E
Commercial,
business,
and service

*Class E was infroduced in September 2020 and groups together a range of previous commercial
uses. Changes between uses within Class E generally do not constitute development requiring
planning permission, although any planning conditions and Article 4 Directions should always be
checked.



PERMITTED CHANGE /
RESTRICTIONS

USE CLASS USE DESCRIPTION

Class F1
Learning
and non-
residential
institutions

Class F2
Local
Community

Class B2 Use for the carrying on of anindustrial process To Class B8, up to

General other than one falling within the uses described 500sgm Temporary

Industrial in Class E changes of use, see

below

Class B8 Use for storage or as a distribution centre Temporary changes

Storage or of use only, see below

distribution

Class C1 Use as a hotel or as a boarding or guest house Permitted change to

Hotels where, in each case, no significant element of state-funded school
care is provided or nursery within Class

Fl(a), and back again

Temporary changes
of use, see below



USE CLASS

Class C2
Residential
Institutions

Class C2A
Secure
residential
institutions

Class C3
Dwelling-
houses

Class C4
House in
multiple
occupation

USE DESCRIPTION

Use for the provision of residential
accommodation and care to people in need
of care (other than a use within Class C3
(dwellinghouses)

Use as a hospital or nursing home

Use as a residential school, college or training
centre

Use for the provision of secure residential
accommodation, including use as a prison,
young offenders institution, detention centre,
secure fraining centre, custody centre, short-
term holding centre, secure hospital, secure
local authority accommodation or use as
military barracks

Use as a dwellinghouse (whether or not as a
sole or main residence) by:
* (a) A single person or by people to be
regarded as forming a single household
* (b) Not more than six residents living

together as a single household where care

is provided for residents
» (c)Not more than six residents living
together as a single household where no

care is provided to residents (other than o

use within Class C4)

Use of a dwellinghouse by not more than six
residents as a HMO

PERMITTED CHANGE /
RESTRICTIONS

Permitted change to
state-funded school
or nursery within Class
Fl(a), and back again

Temporary changes
of use, see below

Permitted change to
state-funded school
or nursery within Class
F1l(a), and back again

Temporary changes
of use, see below

To Class C4
Temporary changes
of use, see below

To Class C3
Temporary changes
of use, see below



Sui Generis
(No Class Specified)




Temporary
Change of
Use

Agriculture
Buildings

If you are looking for a Planning team that takes a pro-active approach and has a highly
successful track record of securing planning permission, then we are the company to
contact.

We work on a mix of commercial, residential and renewables projects throughout Scotland
and England, providing a full range of planning services for both private and public sector
clients.

Important Note

The Use Classes Order is only one aspect of planning control. Planning permission may still
be required for operational development, external alterations, conditions attached to
permissions, Article 4 Directions or restrictions applying to listed buildings and designated
land. This guide provides a general summary of the Use Classes Order and associated
permitted development rights. Legislation may be amended from time to time and users
should confirm the current position before relying on this document.

Contact us
W: www.g-s.co.uk/services/planning
E: planning @g-s.co.uk
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